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Front Cover:
Showing the beautiful display of daffodils planted on the grass verge by members of Blooming 
Milford and their friends. These are designed to enhance the beauty of the local heritage, clearly 
visible in the background, of which we are so proud. A1, A2, A5, B3

With thanks to Ashley Franklin for permission to use his splendid photograph.
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Introducing Blooming Milford
C3, C2, C5

Blooming Milford was formed in March 2008 and comprises of a diverse group of people who 
share  gardening and conservation  interests.  With  a common passion for  flora  and fauna,  our 
express purpose is to ensure that the Village of Milford is an attractive place to live in, visit, or just 
to pass through.

At present the Group consists of 11 Committee Members and an additional nucleus of 30 Friends 
of  Blooming Milford.  The Friends either  act  as  volunteers on work parties or  give  advice and 
provide suggestions for future developments as well as sometimes sponsoring initiatives such as 
the Community Orchard. All Friends are given regular updates and information about work parties 
via email – and new Friends are always welcomed.

The  scope  of  our  activities  continues  to  broaden  with  time,  as  our  confidence  grows  and 
community involvement increases. We now form a lively group, many of whose actions illustrate 
this portfolio!

The Committee in Action

Working with Volunteers to remove Himalayan Balsam from the riverbank
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Milford – A World Heritage Village
Milford is a village full of history and is a World Heritage Site. It was awarded this status for its mill 
buildings, which signify the birth of the Industrial Revolution. 

As a village, Milford is very proud of its past and Blooming Milford works to look after different 
areas that form part of its rich history. By keeping areas like the old quarry (now the children's 
playground) and the allotments pretty and tidy, we encourage users of these facilities to do the 
same. Past efforts have included weeding the allotments next to the church and planting daffodils 
and wild-flowers in the playground.

In addition, we have now planted daffodils and crocuses around the Milford Derwent Valley Mills 
sign at the southern end of the village which enhances the sign and draws the eye towards it, as 
well as signifying that this is a village which is well maintained and proud of its heritage.

A1, A3, A5, B5

The planting also continues along either side of the bus stop, so that visitors alighting from the bus 
are greeted by a positive and pleasing impression. A4
Visitors are often to be seen walking through the village following one of the Heritage Trails (e.g. 
Derwent Valley Heritage Way) or taking part in guided tours on World Heritage Days, or simply 
strolling  to  enjoy  the  scenery  and  possibly  a  glass  of  good  beer.  The  provision  of  excellent 
information boards increases their  awareness of  our heritage and walkers are frequently seen 
reading them. B5

Information Board
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As part of the village's World Heritage status a “Health Check” is taking place on the historic 18th 
century weirs, the initial steps of which occurred earlier this year, when debris and undergrowth 
were  removed.  Later  a  detailed  survey will  take  place  to  assess the state  of  repair  and any 
remedial work required.

The village itself is a vibrant and cohesive place to live even though it is physically divided by the 
A6 road. Villagers work well together and successfully campaigned to have a Pelican Crossing 
installed  on  the  A6  near  The  Triangle  at  the  end  of  Chevin  Road.  They  are  now  actively 
campaigning to have a second crossing situated by the village shop and a petition has been placed 
in the shop for residents to sign. C3, B5
In addition an application for funding to upgrade the equipment on the children's playground was 
made to the National Lottery Big Fund by Milford and Makeney Community Group. Their bid was 
successful and the much improved facilities are now a focus for the children of Milford.

The village also has a thriving social life, the highlight of the year being our May Day celebrations 
in  which a large proportion of  the village actively  participates.  They are arranged by Maypole 
Productions which comprises of a group of Milford residents.

Well Dressings are made by a variety of different groups 
including the school and are placed around the village. B5
A grand parade then takes place, with villagers forming a 
band which is followed by the village dancers “The Maids 
of  the  Mill”,  who  periodically  perform  outside  various 
hostelries,  whilst  the  parading  crowd  watch  on.  The 
Maypole is also carried around, and used at each stop.
B3, C3

The day ends at the village school where their May Fair is 
held and Blooming Milford have their plant stall, on which 
around £250 is generally raised.

Other  much  needed  money  is  raised  on  this  day  too. 
School funds are increased via profits from renting out the 

stall spaces and running their own stalls. Donations to the 
Aqua Box Charity are made. C5
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Village Children Dance Around the Maypole
One of the Well Dressings placed 

next to the Millhouse Car Park

Village children help with “petalling” the 
well dressing panels



In the evening a ceilidh is held at “Nealies”, with a 
band made up of villagers and their friends. This 
is always extremely well attended, generally with 
all tickets sold.

Other big community events have included street 
parties for the Jubilee and also Royal Weddings.

In addition there are many other groups within 
the village including Craft Club (“The Artisans”), 
“Knit Natter”, Milford and Makeney Community 
Group, Martial Arts Club, bowling (on the local 
greens),  Archery  Club,  Church  congregations 
and Hopping Mill Resident's Company. C3, B3, A4, A5

Along with its much needed shop and plethora of interesting pubs and eateries, not to mention 
weekly  quiz  nights  at  the  “William”,  great  local  walks  on  the  doorstep,  and  of  course,  lovely 
scenery, Milford is a great place to live or visit.
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A great night out at the  ceilidh

Sunny Hill “Jubilee” Street Party

The beautifully-kept grounds of the bowling club

Hopping Mill Meadows prepare for the 
Jubilee Party

Archery Practice on 
the well-kept 
Recreation Ground A4, A5
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Diary/Review of the Past Twelve Months
C1, C4

A. Horticultural Achievement

B. Environment Responsibility

C. Community Participation

June 2012

A. Additional  wild-flowers  suitable  for  shade  added  to  the  planting  by  the 
Hopping Mill community herb planters.

A1, A2, 
A5, B1

B.
Blooming  Milford  members  walk  along  riverside  to  ascertain  where 
Himalayan  Balsam  is  growing  and  will  need  to  be  removed  to  ensure 
improvement of the natural habitat.

B1, B3

C.

(1) David  Moreton's  Open  Garden  in  aid  of  The  National  Gardens 
Scheme supported by members of Blooming Milford. Money raised 
from plant sale towards Blooming Milford funds. Very well attended by 
local  residents  and  also  from  further  afield.  Information  about 
Blooming Milford handed out and members manning the plant stall 
able to talk about their work to visitors.

(2) Flyers delivered to inform residents about “Pull-Some Balsam” picnic, 
plus posters put up in the Shop, Pub and notice boards.

Blooming Milford committee meeting held.

C2, C3, 
C5

C1, C2

July 2012

A.

More  wild-flower  plant  plugs  added  to  overflow community  herb  garden 
area. Herb planters continue to be maintained on our rota system. Decision 
taken to order more bulbs (daffodils and anemones) for the southern bus 
stop area as well as grass seed to improve the verge.

A3, A2, 
A1

B.
Decision made to have professionally printed information boards made for 
the new community herb planters on The Triangle. Designed by Blooming 
Milford member.

B5

C.

“Pull-Some Balsam” picnic a great success with good attendance from local 
residents  –  and large amounts of  balsam and docks  removed from the 
riverside area.

Blooming Milford committee meeting held.

In  consultation  with Blooming  Milford,  volunteers  from  Derbyshire 
Aggregates  on  a  work  community  involvement  scheme  spent  a  day 
removing Himalayan Balsam from the eastern side of the river as far as the 
Sewage Works.

C1, C3, 
C5

6



August 2012

A.
New planting scheme designed for overflow community herb garden and 
more plug plants ordered for September/October. Herb maintenance rota 
continuing. Hemp and comfrey cut back.

A1, A2. 
A3, A5

B. Community herb planter signage now designed and to be ordered. Signs 
will be  on A3 size “corruflute” and cost around £15.

B5

C.
“Thank-you” slips are handed out to residents for their lovely floral displays. 
Committee members take different areas of the village to visit.

Blooming Milford committee meeting held.

C2, C5

September 2012

A. Work  party:  Grass  seed sown,  crocuses and  anemones  planted  on the 
verge by the bus stop.

C2, C5

B. Work party: Brambles  cut back from grass verge and vegetation cut back 
from the overgrown sections of the footpath.

B5

C.
New signage arrived and ready for placing by planters.

Blooming Milford committee meeting held.
C2

October 2012

A.

Work  party:  More  daffodil  bulbs planted  by  bus  stop.  Community  herb 
garden  and  bottom  of  the  allotments  tidied.  Winter  hanging  basket  for 
Social Club is planted up and hung outside the club. Plant plugs arrive and 
are planted in herb garden area.

A1, A2, 
A3, A4

B. Lavender from summer basket to be potted up and re-used in next year's 
planting. Small willow sculpture made in overflow herb garden area.

B2, B5

C.

Decision made to put up new signs in spring when the herb planters will be 
used again. Article to be written for the MMCG Newsletter about Blooming 
Milford's latest endeavours and thanking local residents.

Blooming Milford committee meeting held.

C2, C5
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November 2012

A.

Poor state of planting on The Triangle discussed and suggestion made that 
the planting of a community orchard would be wonderful which Blooming 
Milford could finance, possibly involving sponsors. Need to contact Belper 
Town Council, who may be able to help.

A1

B.

Above  discussion  included  debate  about  sustainable  planting  for  the 
proposal, which is always one of our aims. Report back from MMCG to say 
that Derbyshire Wildlife Trust are still compiling report on proposed wildlife 
area at the side of the playground. Hard standing is required by the phone 
box, as this is trampled by people waiting at the bus stop.

A2, B1

C.
Newsletter to be sent to all volunteers to inform them of new development 
plans for next year and to ask if they have any suggestions.

Blooming Milford committee meeting held.

C1, C2

December 2012

A.
Discussion held with Belper Town Council concerning community orchard, 
which is met favourably.

A1

B.

C. No Blooming Milford meeting as Christmas, but a Christmas social with a 
horticultural quiz takes place, and is greatly enjoyed.

C3

January 2013

A.
One of our members puts forward some designs for Belper Town Council 
for community orchard on The Triangle, which could be related to Britain in 
Bloom's 'edible' scheme.

A1

B.

Meeting to decide exactly where the new herb planter signage is be placed. 
Discussion about keeping a check on docks and balsam along the riverside 
walk. Amber Valley say that they will carry out some work over winter and 
put in place a maintenance scheme over the summer. Survey at Milford 
weirs to be carried out as part of World Heritage designation.

B5, B3

C.

Begin to make arrangements for our plant stall a the May Fair which will be 
held on 11th May and will give us an opportunity to raise money and hand 
out  leaflets  about  Blooming  Milford.  Good  positive  responses  to  our 
Newsletter to volunteers (see Appendix). Approach made by Duffield Cubs, 
who wish to help with the “Balsam Bash” in July and would like volunteers 
to help.

Blooming Milford committee meeting held.

C1, C2
C5, C3
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February 2013

A.
Decision  made  to  enter  EMIB.  Community  Orchard  Plans  presented  to 
Belper Town Council for approval. They will supply us with some gardeners 
to help. Once planted, will be maintained by Belper Town Council.

A1, A2, 
A3, C1

B.

Meeting attended by member about World Heritage weir check. Decision 
made that due to Heath and Safety, it was too dangerous for volunteers to 
remove ivy by the weir. Amber Valley Borough Council contacted – and say 
that  they  are  aiming  to  cut  grass  on  a  warm  dry  day  and  looking  for 
appropriate machines for cutting overhanging trees along the river path.

Fly posting removed from bus shelter and vacant Strutt Arms pub windows.

B3, B4

C.

Member  attends  EMIB seminar  in  Loughborough.  Blooming  Milford 
committee now actively  seeking sponsorship  to  help  pay for  community 
orchard, which is estimated to cost around £300.

Blooming Milford committee meeting held.

C1, C5

March 2013

A.
Community orchard is planted with lots of volunteers and gardeners form 
Belper Town Council. Belper Town Council to be given maintenance regime 
designed by member of Blooming Milford.

A1, A2, 
A5

B. Community  orchard  now  adding  positively  to  the  development  of  local 
heritage and environment.

B3

C.

Sponsorship has been secured for the community orchard. £350 has been 
kindly  donated  by  Lubrizol  Ltd  and  a  number  of  local  residents  and 
businesses  have  also  contributed.  Belper  Town  Council  to  produce  a 
plaque naming all the sponsors and Lubrizol have asked for a photograph 
for a possible press release.

Member  has  designed  and  had  printed  special  “thank-you”  post  cards 
which  have  been  written  and  sent  to  all  sponsors  of  the  orchard  (see 
Appendix).

Contacted  by  Maureen  Kingsman  who  is  the  resident  director  for  the 
management of leasehold land on the Hopping Mill development, regarding 
the directors making their own community herb garden at the northern end 
of the development. Maureen invited to join our meetings to include her into 
larger Milford area.

Discussion about Route to be taken by judges for EMIB and meeting area 
for presentation.

Blooming Milford committee meeting held.

C5, C1
C2, C3
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April 2013

A.

Discussed  community herb  planters  for  northern  end  of  Hopping  Mill 
Meadows  with  our  new committee  member,  Maureen.  Additional  plants 
added  to  community  orchard  with  remaining  sponsorship,  including 
rhubarb. Herb plants examined to ascertain which will  need replacement 
after the winter.

A1, A2, 
A3

B. Discussed the addition of wild flowers and nectar-rich planting around the 
orchard area to encourage pollination and improve natural habitat.

B1

C.

New volunteers  recruited as a result of orchard planting and liaison with 
Hopping  Mill  Meadows  development.  New  committee  member  from 
Hopping Mill Meadows. Discussed route for EMIB judges in greater detail, 
plus jobs allocated. Plants divided and potted up for the May Fair plant sale 
and organised volunteers for the day. Blooming Milford committee meeting 
held.

C1, C2, 
C3

May 2013

A.

Replacement herbs for community herb planters bought and planted. Wild 
Flowers planted around overflow herb garden. Daffodils on verges dead-
headed and fed by committee and volunteers. Plants bought for hanging 
basket and planters at Social Club.

A1, A2, 
A3, A4, 
A5

B.

Discussion about problem with slugs in herb planters by river. Decision to 
try using sheep's fleece around the base of the plants as this would be the 
most environmentally friendly option, especially if from local sheep.

Work party carried out big clean up around the (closed) Strutt Arms public 
house, which has now been vacant for almost two years. Environmentally 
friendly codling moth traps placed in the orchard.

Work party carried out dead-heading and feeding of daffodils throughout 
the village. Herb planters refurbished.

B1, B2, 
B4

C.

Plant sale at the May Fair raised £248.51 and also enabled us to hand out 
flyers about the village's entry into EMIB.

Remaining suitable plants were donated to the school, who are developing 
their outdoor areas – discussed this with teachers.

Member approached by  IMS Lettings with regard to Sponsorship. It  was 
suggested  at  meeting  that  some  nest  boxes  would  be  an  appropriate 
project!

Blooming Milford members visit Chelsea Flower Show for inspiration and 
pleasure.

Blooming Milford committee meeting held.

C1, C2, 
C3, C4, 
C5
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June 2013

A. Hanging basket and planters planted up at Social Club. A1, A2, 
A4

B.
Wild flowers and nectar-rich plants planted in orchard.

A variety of work parties to tidy up specific areas of the village.
B1

C.

Circular sent out to  properties on route to inform them about EMIB and 
Judging Day.

Members walked the proposed Judge's Route to re-check suitability and 
timings.

Blooming Milford committee meeting held.

C3, C4
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Inspiration from Chelsea



Blooming Milford Projects – Showing Development and Continuity C1

Planting

The Triangle has long been the floral focus of Milford. With 
its  Milford  flag  and  tiles  (both  designed  by  the  school 
children),  tree,  sculpture  and  Lights  at  Christmas,  it  has 
been a consistent splash of colour greeting motorists on the 
A6, situated as it is along a gentle curve in the road.

Its upkeep is in the hands of Belper Town Council and the 
excellent bedding plants are replaced twice a year – and 
are always a wonderful sight. However, it had long been a 
desire by Blooming 
Milford  to  improve 
the  area  with 
sustainable 

planting. This we finally achieved in March 2013 with the 
implementation of a Community Orchard which now sits 
very  happily  alongside  our  community  herb  planters.  

A1, A2, A5

We covered the cost of the scheme, which was around 
£350, by very generous sponsorship mainly from Lubrizol 
Ltd.,  but  also  from  other  smaller  local  businesses  and 
individuals.  

C5

Belper Town Council were most supportive and gave us 
the use of some of their gardeners to initially clear the site 
and  then  members  and  volunteers  carried  out  the 
planting,  which includes apple,  pear  and plum trees as 
well  as  rhubarb  and  nectar-rich  flowers  to  encourage 
pollinators. A maintenance regime has been put in place, 
with Belper Town Council taking over the responsibility for 
its implementation. A1, A2
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Belper Town Council's beautiful 
bedding plants (with Blooming 

Milford daffodil verge in the 
background)

Newly Completed Orchard

Orchard – work in progress.



Community Herb Garden

We  introduced  our  first  Community  Herb 
Planters  and  Garden  in  2011.  Blooming 
Milford  wanted  a  project  which  would 
create more interaction with the community 
and  provide  a  tangible  benefit.  The  herb 
gardens  are  intended  to  be  a  whole 
community  resource,  where  anyone  can 
pick fresh herbs for  their  meal,  whenever 
they wish to.

The first planters and garden were placed 
at the southern end of Hopping Mill housing 
development and it was such a hit with the 
residents  that  we  planted  up  two  more 
planters  on  the  Milford  Triangle  in  the 
Spring of 2012. A1, A5, A2

The herb planters are maintained by ourselves using a rota system during the Summer months 
and have a general refurbishment each Spring.  Belper Town Council  kindly water them for us 
throughout the summer. A2
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Creating our first herb garden... ...and our second

Professionally produced Infomation Board



Bulb Planting

Our first foray into bulb planting was in 2009, when we planted a large swathe of daffodil bulbs 
along the grass verge opposite the old mill buildings. We loved the concept of sustainable planting 
which would give beauty to our village every spring. A1. A2

We and our community were so delighted with the results, that we have continued to plant bulbs in 
different locations around the village every year since.
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Local School Children help with bulb planting Bulb planting on the verge

Our bulbs in flower along 
the grass verge opposite 
the old mill buildings

Bulb planting in the Park – Nov 2010 Daffodils in the Park - April 2011



One of our areas of concern was an overgrown piece of land at the northern end of the village.  
After much searching we discovered that it was one of the many pieces of land in the village whose 
ownership is unknown and so we contacted the owners of the adjoining house and agreed that if  
we cleared the area and set bulbs, they would have their gardeners tend to the grassed area once 
the bulbs had died down. This arrangement has worked extremely well. A1, A2, A5, C2, C3

In autumn 2011 we decided to improve the area around the southern extreme of the village, by 
planting bulbs around the Milford road location sign.
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Vicarage Road plot before planting Clearing and planting... November 2011

Vicarage Road in 
early spring 2013 – 
Crocuses and 
anemones in flower 
with daffodils still in 
bud 

Daffodils in flower – Spring 2012Planting bulbs by the bus stop
 – Oct 2011



Our latest bulb planting was in autumn 2012, when we tackled the area around the southern bus 
shelter. We planted more bulbs on the northern side of the shelter and sowed grass seed along the 
verge, which had become weed infested.

With regard to general maintenance of the bulbs each year we dead head and feed them in late 
spring. Something of a mammoth task, but with plenty of volunteers it is swiftly completed.

Removal of Himalayan Balsam

This  is  a  project  which  began  in  2010,  when  we 
decided  that  something  must  be  done  about  the 
Himalayan Balsam which was spreading along our 
river banks and across our fields, threatening native 
habitats.  In the first  year we had a balsam cutting 
event  just  for  Blooming  Milford  members,  but  we 
soon realised that although we were making some 
impact, we really needed more manpower.

In 2011 we held a larger “Pull Some Balsam” event 
and  subsequently  were  able  to  cover  more 
ground.
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Grass seed is sown – Sept 2012 Crocuses and anemones appear amongst the 
newly sown grass in March 2013

Dead Heading and feeding daffodils
 – May 2013

Cutting back balsam on the river's edge!
 - July 2010

Tackling large swathes of Balsam – July 2011



In 2012 we widened the scope of our “Pull Some Balsam” event to include a community picnic, 
which was well attended and as a result, we are really starting to notice the decline in Himalayan 
Balsam along  the  riverside.  This  year  we  will  be  repeating  this  very  successful  strategy  and 
hopefully even more volunteers will participate – and also socialise. C2, C3

Planters and Tubs

Two years ago the Milford British Legion building was under threat. A new committee was formed 
and it became the Milford Social Club. This has been of benefit to the whole village and we now 
hold our meetings in the large upstairs function room, which the Club allows us to use free of 
charge. To show our appreciation, we now provide the Club with a winter and summer hanging 
basket and this year we are also planting up tubs to cheer up the front of the building. B3, C2, A3
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Balsam Picnic Flyer – July 2012

A group of volunteers stop to picnic...

The Winter/Spring hanging basket – 
Easter 2013

The Summer hanging basket 
– June 2012



Keeping the Village Tidy

Periodically throughout the year, individual members of Blooming Milford litter-pick and generally 
tidy up the village. From time to time we take on bigger tasks - and this year we decided that the 
vacant Strutt Arms public house was in need of some attention along its border with the pavement 
areas. The Strutt had been empty for nearly two years and nothing had been done by the owners 
to improve its appearance during that time. B4, A4

Wild-flowers and Nectar-rich Planting     B1

Wherever  possible,  we  have  tried  to  include  wild-
flowers  and  nectar-rich  planting  around  the  village. 
This  has included planting  wild-flowers  amongst  the 
daffodils  on  the  bank  of  the  playground,  planting 
shade-loving  wild-flowers  behind  the  overspill  herb 
garden at Hopping Mill Meadows and planting nectar-
rich  flowers  in  the  new community  orchard  to  help 
attract bees for pollination.
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Outside the Strutt Arms – before the tidy-up... … and after.

Many hands make light work



Communication and Education
C2

We need to keep the community well informed about the work of Blooming Milford to ensure that 
they are included and understand what we are trying to achieve on their behalf. It also gives them 
an opportunity to contact us and join in with our work if they wish to do so.

We communicate in a number of ways...

• The Milford and Makeney Community Group Newsletter, which is delivered to every house 
in the village, contains an update of our latest actions and plans (see Appendix).

• The new community website also has a page for  Blooming Milford where we can post 
updates and news (see below).

• At every May Fair,  Blooming Milford runs a stall  in the school hall,  selling home-grown 
plants to the village. This is an opportunity for us to not only raise money to re-invest in 
brightening  the  village,  but  also  to  advertise  our  work  and  hand  out  notices  about 
forthcoming events. Being based in the school, it enables to further engage and encourage 
the children's interest in gardening.

Blooming Milford plant stall

• Each  year,  Certificates  are 
delivered  to  the  door  of  each 
home that we judge to have an 
attractive  front  garden.  The 
idea  has  caught  on,  with 
residents  looking  out  for  us. 
Many  members  of  the 
community  are  really  touched 
by  our  certificates  and  have 
been encouraged to maintain a 
high level of pride in their kerb-
facing  garden  space.  By 
encouraging  people  to  take 
even more pride in their garden 
benefits  everyone  passing  by! 
This  year,  letters  have  been 
delivered to every home along 

the  route  of  the  competition, 
encouraging them to participate.
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Another Certificate handed out to the owner of a 
beautiful garden



• We place posters for the big events, 
such  as  the  Pull-some  Balsam 
community  picnic  on  the  village 
notice boards as well as in the pubs.

• With regard to Press coverage, we 
periodically  appear  in  the  Belper 
News  and  Amberol  Ltd.  have 
included us in their Press Releases 
in  connection  with  herb  planters. 
They are currently working on a our 
inclusion  in  a  booklet  of  case 
studies,  and  a  new  press  release 
(see Appendix).
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Poster advertising the Milford Conservation 
Picnic (Pull Some Balsam)

Milford and Makeney 
Community Website



Milford – an Eco-Friendly Village
B1, B2

Environmental Responsibility

Milford and its villagers are actively involved in a number of environmentally friendly projects.

Blooming Milford have always been keen to develop sustainable planting throughout the village 
and  have  achieved  much  with  the  planting  of  long-lasting  bulbs  and  the  development  of  the 
community orchard and the herb planters. B2

As a group we are very interested in conservation and biodiversity and have worked to improve the 
local natural habitat by leading campaigns to remove the invasive Himalayan Balsam from the 
riverside and plant native wild-flowers on the bank in the children's park, as well as in the overspill 
herb garden and community orchard.

Knowing about the current plight of bees, we have also tried to include nectar-rich planting in the 
orchard, planters and hanging basket. We are also very interested in working with the Milford and 
Makeney Community Group in the formation of a wildlife area next to the children's park. The 
MMCG are currently in consultation with Derbyshire Wildlife Trust. B1

Whilst Blooming Milford carries out the above work, there is much more to say about Milford's 
green credentials.

Many allotment holders collect rainwater often using recycled blue plastic dye barrels which were 
once used in the Mill Dye House.

The Derby City Council initiative ‘Choose Cycling’ was founded by a Milford resident. This initiative 
aims to get people cycling – teaching people with all levels of cycling ability the confidence and 
skills they need to ride on the road.

The A6 road runs right through the heart of Milford, meaning our village is on a major bus route,  
‘the sixes’.  This provides convenient and well-supported public transport links into neighbouring 
areas, including Derby and Belper. The route enables residents to commute to work leaving their 
car at home. For rail links, Duffield Station is only a short walk away and many Milford villagers use 
train services for their commute.

Milford  is  also  home  to  a  small  hydro-
electric electrical power generator. Although 
it  dates  from  the  1930s,  when  it  was 
originally  installed  as  part  of  the  Mill 
complex,  it  was  refurbished  in  1990  by 
Derwent  Hydroelectric  Power  Ltd.  Since 
then,  it  has  produced  power  (with  a 
maximum output of approximately 150kW), 
to the grid on an almost continuous basis. 
There are plans to expand the hydroelectric 
energy generation in Milford.
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Actions Taken by Blooming Milford with Regard to the Judges' 
Suggestions in 2011 for Future Development

Section A

Judges' Comments:

Encourage research to find owners and work with them to tidy up the private car park opposite the  
village shop. Consider adding a appropriate sized sign, near to the bus stop? to inform people of  
your work on the allotments next to the church. Is it possible to add wildlife friendly planting in the  
Milford Park?

Actions Taken:

1. The owners of the private car park have been found and it was discovered that the parking lots 
had been individually sold off. We asked the owners that, if possible, could they maintain the 
surrounds and if  not, would they consent to us mowing the area around them. To this they 
agreed, and also contributed to the maintenance themselves. A4

2. As yet we have not placed a sign by the bus stop as we feel that so far, we haven't really done 
enough on the allotments to justify it – and we don't want to cause any upset!

3. We have planted wild-flowers along the bank at the back of the playground. We also plan to 
add some bird boxes and insect habitats when new sponsorship from IMS Lettings hopefully 
arrives. B1

Section B

Judges' Comments:

Encourage more improvements to the allotments. Are there opportunities to collect rainwater? We  
hope the plans to adapt the phone-box can be fulfilled. Proceed with plans to add information to  
the herb gardens. Is it possible to include school children on the tour? In not, at their allotment  
perhaps by displays and examples of produce in the school?

Actions Taken:

4. Rainwater in now collected in a variety of different ways, including the use of large blue plastic 
containers which were originally dye containers from the old Dye House in the Mill.  A great 
example of re-cycling. B2

1. The phone-box is still an ongoing mission by the MMCG.

5. Information boards have now been added to the herb planters on The Triangle and will later be 
added to those on the Hopping Mill Meadows. B5

6. A visit to the school to see the latest work on the school garden has been included in the Tour. 
C2
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Section C

Judges' Comments:

Continue to work with Belper Town Council to replant The Triangle. Use the presentation to show  
more evidence of the sponsorship. Add a calendar to the Portfolio highlighting the year round work;  
look at other examples at the Awards Ceremony for more ideas. There is no need to tell judges  
about vandalism unless you can use it to demonstrate a positive outcome. Judges are prepared to  
meet with you to offer further advice.

7. We have worked with Belper Town Council  and have now planted a wonderful Community 
Orchard which both fulfils our wishes for sustainable planting and community benefit. Belper 
Town Council are also very happy with the results. C1

8. We have included more evidence of sponsorship in our presentation. C5

9. We have added a calendar to the Portfolio which highlights the year-round work of Blooming 
Milford and we have looked at  examples at  the Awards Ceremony and the Loughborough 
Seminar. C4

2. We have not included any negative points in our Portfolio and indeed there have been no 
problems since 2011.

3. We spoke to judges at the Loughborough Seminar and took part in a workshop about village 
entries and Portfolios.
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Plans for the Future
C1, C2

(1) Developing the riverside walk  area with wild  flowers and habitat  creation for  wildlife,  to 
include  bird  boxes,  bee  boxes,  nectar  rich  planting  and  continuing  management  of 
Himalayan Balsam and Dock Weed. To work with Amber Valley on a maintenance regime 
for the area.

(2) To work with MMGC with regard to their  adoption of  the village telephone box.  To help 
develop a fenced wildlife area behind the phone box.

(3) Bulb planting on the corner of Wood Lane at the top of Sunny Hill. 

(4) To continue to work with the village community and ask them for suggestions for areas of 
future bulb planting.

(5) To continue to work with the Hopping Hill residents Management Committee members with 
regard to their introduction of herb planters at the northern end of the development.

(6) To further develop links with the School and other village groups.

(7) To implement suggestions made by the Judges of EMIB.

(8) To continue to maintain bulbs, herb planters and areas we have already developed.

(9) To look for new areas where community edibles can be grown.
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Working with Other Groups

Thank-yous
Blooming  Milford  work  closely  with  all  kinds  of  groups,  organisations  and  businesses  in  the 
community. We would like to say “thank-you” to them all for getting involved and contributing to 
make our village more beautiful: C2

Amber Valley Borough Council –  for  their  advice and contribution to our entry to  the EMIB 
Competition also for their work on the children's playground and the riverside walk.

Amberol Ltd – for their help in acquiring new planters.

Belper News – for providing publicity.

Belper Town Council – for their various duties throughout the village, not least the watering of 
hanging baskets and planters, and their maintenance of The Triangle.

Craft  Club  – for  becoming involved in all  things floral  and in particular  their organisation of a 
Willow Weaving sculpture day.

Ashley Franklin – for permission to use several of his photographs of the village.

The Friends of Blooming Milford – for their continued support.

Hopping Mill Residents Company – for getting involved with Blooming Milford and planning to 
develop community herb planters at the northern end of the development.

Kelly  Adams –  for  her  design  and  sourcing  of  trees  and  plant  materials  for  the  Community 
Orchard.

The King William – for displaying our notices and for their hanging baskets.

Lubrizol Ltd. - for their very generous sponsorship of the Community Orchard.

Milford School – for giving us the space in the school hall from where to sell our plants at their 
May Fair.

Maids of the Mill – for sponsoring the willow weaving from money raised in their May Day Raffle.

Maypole Productions  – for  including us in  the May Day Celebrations and organising such a 
wonderful event and for putting us in touch with Derbyshire Aggregates who sent volunteers to 
remove Himalayan Balsam from the river bank.

Milford and Makeney Community Group – for giving us editorial space in their Newsletter and 
acting as bankers for cheques which we receive.

Milford Social Club – for giving us a room in which to hold our meetings and providing the village 
with such an excellent resource.

The  New Inn (Angelo's)  –  for  its  floral  display  and  unique  planters  and  sponsorship  of  the 
orchard.

The Residents of Milford – who over the past few years have “done their bit” in making our village 
look beautiful with their lovely flowers.

The Village Shop – for providing publicity.
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Milford's Blooming
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Mr. Whittiker of West Terrace in his lovely 
cheerful front garden

Hanging baskets and tubs galore at 
the bottom of Shaw Lane
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Residents of The Woodridge next to one of their 
newly planted communal wall baskets

Spring Flowers on 
the roadside verge 
of Jacksons Lane, 
planted by a nearby 
resident.
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Rare breed sheep grazing amongst the  
daffodils in a garden on Chevin Rd.

Colourful hanging baskets on Hopping Mill Meadows 




