
Psalm 23, with its picture of God as a 
shepherd offering his reassuring presence 
in all situations, has offered  
encouragement to millions of people over 
the years. But how much longer will this 
be so . . . ?

Recently, I took a family funeral and my 
21 year old cousin asked if she could 
read in the Service. I thought I was being 
sensible by asking her to read Psalm 23. 
But the night before, she asked me “What 
is that reading all about?” We looked at 
it together and the mistake I had made 
became all too apparent. 

A meaningless Psalm

Like most 21 year olds, my cousin has 
rarely been to church and has little 
knowledge of the Christian faith. As we 
read the Psalm together I realised she 
barely understood a word of it. Why would 
she, for instance, know that a ‘Shepherd’ 
is a frequent image for God and why 
should she have any awareness of how 
shepherds went about their work – all 
the references to ‘green pastures’, ‘still 
waters’ and ‘right paths’ meant nothing to 
her and she hadn’t a clue why ‘a rod and 
staff’ would comfort anyone! She was also 
concerned about why she was reading 
about ‘enemies’ at a funeral. The  
language towards the end was  
meaningless to her – she had no idea of 
the meaning or significance of ‘anointing 

a head with oil’, a ‘cup overflowing’ or 
‘dwelling in the house of the Lord’. 
An uncomfortable challenge

My cousin is not unintelligent but she is 
unchurched. Like most of her generation, 
and many who are older than her, church 
is a strange place and the language and 
concepts of the Christian faith mean very 
little to her. The fact is, that nearly all that 
is familiar to those attending church, is 
alien to her. The conversation was an 
uncomfortable reminder of the challenge 
the Church faces.

Imagination & Courage

The irony is that the Psalms are highly 
relevant – they speak of a human  
experience which is shared by all, 
throughout time. Along with the rest of 
the bible, they also describe a God who 
is open to all, and needed by all. The 
Church is called “is to proclaim our faith 
afresh in each generation”. Where we 
are learning to do this, those beyond the 
church are discovering God and his love. 
May God, by his Spirit, grant to us all the 
imagination and courage to fulfil this  
calling, that many more will discover that 
the Lord is their Shepherd.

Andy Broom
Director of Mission & Ministry
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Prayer of  the month

God of all seasons,
In your pattern of things
There is time for keeping
And a time for losing,
A time for building up
And a time for pulling down.
In this holy season of Lent 
As we journey with our Lord to 
the Cross,
Help us to discern in our lives
What we must take up,
What we must end
And what we must begin. 
Amen

Flower Festivals around 
Derbyshire

Flower festival season has started in 
Derbyshire. More information about 
festivals taking place can be found on 
our websites www.derby.anglican.org 
and www.derbyshirechurches.org 

To request a copy of the flower festival  
poster (available in April) please email: 
communications@derby.anglican.org 

The Easter Story in Flowers
St Oswald’s, Ashbourne
Sunday 20 April – Tuesday 6 May, 
9.30am-4pm – free entry, donations 
welcome. 
Refreshments/stalls on Sunday 5 May.

Bishop Alastair’s new book

Bishop Alastair’s new book - Mission in Action: The making of a Mass Movement.
The book is now available from the Cathedral Bookshop priced at £5. Money 
raised will go towards the Bishop’s Harvest Appeal 2014.

Interested in writing a review? Send in a short (approx 300 word) review to  
communications@derby.anglican.org and we’ll publish the best ones.

Can you capture the energy and spirit of  your church in a 
single photograph?

This year we’d like to create a photographic record of church life throughout the 
diocese. Each month we will compile the photos and display them on our  
website. Please send photographs of what is happening in your church to  
communications@derby.anglican.org including your church, name and a brief 
caption. 
February’s photographs are available on the website now. Our favourite photo last 
month was sent in by Paula Lowry who received a Meaningful Chocolate Real 
Easter Egg Sharing box courtesy of the Meaningful Chocolate company. 



Hope in Hell

As part of their 2014 year of Hope, 
St Luke’s and St James’ in Whitfield 
Parish Glossop have been holding a 
competition to see where members of 
their congregation can take God’s Hope 
to – in the form of a Hope leaflet.  It’s 
still early days however they think that 
they already have a strong contender 
for the winning picture!  The Hackett 
family (Andy, Sally and daughter Olivia) 
recently went on holiday to the Cayman 
Islands taking their Hope 2014 leaflet 
along with the rest of their luggage.
“When we spotted the village of Hell 
on the map we knew we just had to try 
and bring God’s Hope there!” said Andy.  
“No one could say that we ‘haven’t got 
a hope in hell’ now!” added Sally.
Associate Minister Rev’d Brian  
Magorrian commented,  
“This competition is just meant to be a 
bit of fun really however as a parish we 
are deadly serious about reaching out 

into our local community, serving  
people and bringing a bit of Hope into 
the town of Glossop.”
Hope 2014 is a national cross-church 
project which encourages local  
churches to get involved with their local 
communities, running all sorts of events 
and projects designed to bring a bit 
of extra community spirit in villages, 
towns, and cities across the nation.

@OurCofE

The Church of England is launching a 
year long project on Twitter to tell the 
story of the Church of England through 
the eyes of its people, providing a daily 
insight into modern faith in action.
The Project - @OurCofE  - will be 
launched on 3rd March 2014 where over 
the course of a year, bishops, clergy, 
chaplains, youth workers and churchgo-
ers from around the country will be given 
a week each to tweet about their life 
inside the Church of England.

The project is inspired by similar twitter 
accounts such as @sweden which was 
set up by the Swedish tourist board who 
invited people to take turns in tweeting 
their life in Sweden for a week, each with 
their own unique view of the country.

Followers of the account will be given an 
insight into all the work that goes on into 
the day to day running of a church com-
munity and peek behind the scenes as 
they get a feel for daily life in  
parishes.

 
The Revd. Kate Bottley, A vicar and FE 
college chaplain from Nottinghamshire, 

will be one of the 
weekly tweeters, she 
said: “I’m really excited 
to be asked to be part 
of the Church of England’s @OurCofE 
twitter project. The project provides a 
unique opportunity to demonstrate the 
rich diversity of life in the. Church of  
England. It’s great to think that these 
tweets might paint a colourful picture of 
the day to day runnings of the Church.  
From Morning prayer to afternoon tea, 
Our Fathers to mother unions, from 
food festivals to food banks, this Twitter 
project gives a glimpse at the glorious 
diversity that is the life of the Church of 
England, will 140 characters be enough? 
I can’t wait to get started.”

Those wishing to volunteer as one of the 
tweeters can sign up online at  
www.churchofengland.org/ourcofe

Follow the account - @OurCofE Twitter 
account - https://twitter.com/OurCofE

Follow the diocese on twitter  
@dioceseofderby

New Church Legacy Website

The Church of England has launched its 
new Church Legacy website  
www.churchlegacy.org.uk with essential 
information for individuals considering
leaving a “lasting gift” to their local 
church in their Will.
 
The website provides further information 
on leaving a legacy, example wording 

for your Will, and information for  
Solicitors and for PCCs. Church Legacy 
also shares parish stories where a  
legacy gift has helped transform a 
church’s future.
 
The website is available now:
www.churchlegacy.org.uk

The Belper Passion

On Good Friday, 18 April 2014, the Belper Passion will be performed on the 
streets and in the churches of Belper. The event is part of the Belper Arts Festival 
which attracted over 800 visitors last year and is backed by Churches Together in 
Belper.  To view the trailer visit http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ons6MpgvyKI  

Diocesan Treasurers Summits

Parish treasurers are invited to attend a Treasurers Summits’ taking place at St 
Barnabas Church Centre, Danesmoor, June 7th and St Alkmunds, Derby, June 
14th, 10am - 2.30pm. Refreshments and a sandwich lunch will be provided. 
Treasurers will receive updates from the Board of Finance team and  
presentations from ACAT, Data developments and CCLA. We are restricted to 60 
delegates at each venue so book your place now by calling Church House Recep-
tion on 01332 388650 or email enquiries@derby.anglican.org 


