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Telephone Box under Threat

Milford’s red telephone box is once again under 
threat of removal unless adopted and cared for by 
Milford residents.
 In 1935 George V celebrated his silver ju-
bilee and the architect Sir Giles Gilbert Scott was 
asked to design a new telephone kiosk. The design 
became ready the following year when King George 
was dead, but the K6, as it was officially known, was 
still called the Jubilee Kiosk. The red kiosk has since 
become an icon of ‘Britishness’, along with red pil-
lar boxes and London’s Routemaster buses.
 In the late ’80s British Telecom started re-
moving thousands of the kiosks, replacing them with 
American-style aluminium ones. The old K6s were 
either sold for scrap, or sold abroad, a lot ending up 
in homes of the wealthy, especially in North Ameri-
ca. Local people saved Milford’s red kiosk from this 
fate by a campaign that led to its classification as a

Flashing Road Signs

Milford is set to have the latest in road-safety tech-
nology installed on the A6, at the junction with Hop-
ping Hill and Shaw Lane. Approach from the Derby 
direction and you will see a sign flashing a warning 
if vehicles ahead of you are waiting to turn right, 
off the A6. Coming the other way, a similar sign will 
flash if a vehicle is waiting in Shaw Lane to turn onto 
the A6.
 Most villagers agree that something needs to 
be done to improve the safety of this junction, and 
some dispute the effectiveness of the flashing signs. 
Alternatives have been suggested – such as making
Hopping Hill one-way, reducing the speed limit on 
the A6 to 30 mph through the village, and heating 
the mirror to prevent frosting - and they have been 
considered by Derbyshire County Council’s Envi-
ronmental Services Department. For the present, 
however, the flashing signs are seen as the answer. 
You can expect to see them before the end of the 
current financial year: the opportunity to challenge 
DCC is running out.
 If you wish to make your views known, please 
contact the Cabinet Member for Highways and 
Transport, Chris Jackson, at 
chris.jackson@derbyshire.gov.uk   

John Weaver
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Grade II Listed Building. Although listed, however, it 
could still be removed by BT if it becomes damaged 
or unsafe.
 A member of MMCG has been in contact with 
BT, recieving details on the ‘Adopt a Kiosk’ scheme. 
Basically this would mean the local community 
would pay BT £1 to adopt the kiosk and look after 
it - as other villages such as Little Eaton have done 
recently. The application to adopt has to go through 
the local authority, which Belper Town Council has 
agreed to do, as long as it entails no cost to them. 
The ’phone itself, which is now card use only, would 
have to be removed under the adoption scheme. 
However BT has informed us that their records re-
veal only ten freephone calls and no emergency or 
paid calls were made from the kiosk last year. For 
information on adoption: www.payphones.bt.com/
adopt_a_kiosk/HTML/payphone/index.htm
 It would be nice to think that local people 
who have practical skills, such as painting and glaz-
ing experience, would be prepared to help restore 
the kiosk to its former splendour. Perhaps even a 
local firm would wish to sponsor the kiosk’s upkeep 
through taking out a window-light advertisement. If 
you have any views on adopting the kiosk or would 
like to help with its maintenance, please e-mail 
craigscott194@btinternet.com

Craig Scott
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This Year’s Well Dressings

The Milford & Makeney Well Dressing Group are pro-
ducing three well dressings this year on the theme 
of ‘Enlightenment’, to be made by the school, Mak-
eney villagers and Milford Pre-School. They will be 
placed at the Mill House, Milford, Well Lane, Milford 
and the Hollybush, Makeney.
 The procession starts at the Mill House at 
about midday on Saturday May 
7th and parades around the vil-
lage to music from the Milford 
Brass Band, morris dancing 
from the Maids of the Mill 
and maypole dancing, plac-
ing the well dressings as they 
go. The procession ends at 
3pm at the school for the May 
Fair.

Frances Marsh

Annual General Meeting

The Community Group’s Annual General Meeting - when Committee members will report to the village on 
the year’s activities - will be held in Milford School at 7.30pm on Wednesday 30th March. All are welcome 
to attend!
This year, two committee members will stand down, after a great deal of work, so some new members 
are needed. Why not think about standing or nominating a friend or neighbour, using the form below? If 
you want to know more about what being on the committee involves, please ring 01773 826562.

MMCG AGM -7.30pm Wednesday 30th March 2011 - Agenda

1   Introduction 
2   Apologies
3   Minutes of AGM 2010
4   Reports: Road Safety and Traffic Issues, Telephone Box Adoption, Website
5   Election of New Committee
6   Any Other Business
                      
Committee:

Melanie Baxter  
Colin Chapman  
Simon Fogell  
Martin Harvey 
Jane McCarthy 
Jeni Mobbs
Craig Scott 
Nicky Thorn 
John Weaver

The committee can be contacted at any time at enquiries@milfordandmakeneycg.org

NOMINATION FORM (please detach) 

I, ............   ............    hereby nominate   ............   ............
for election to the committee of the Milford & Makeney Community Group.
Signature   ........................ Date   ............
Seconded   ............   ............   Signature   ........................   
Date   ............

(Please give to any committee member, or deliver or post to MMCG c/o Milford 
School - and make sure the person whose name you put forward has agreed to 
stand!)



Knit Knatter Group

Knit and knatter gaining strength
Wool and needles of any length
Whatever your project
Whatever your skill
We have the talent
To help you fulfil
Experienced knitters
Or never before
Come on and join us
We’ll teach you more
Come for a natter
Come for a beer
Fortnightly Mondays 7-9
We’ll see you here

Contact Natalie on 07980 451994 for details/date 
of next meeting.

Natalie Crew

Community Notices

Would you like to 
advertise your 

Milford/Makeney-based 
business or service in the next 

newsletter? If so, please 
contact 

commercial@
milfordandmakeneycg.org 

for more information. 
(To contact us about 

non-profit/club 
advertisements, please contact 

nonprofit@
milfordandmakeneycg.org)

Commercial Services

Milford and Makeney Women’s Institute

Milford and Makeney Women’s Institute meet at 
2pm in Holy Trinity Church Hall, Milford, on the first 
Monday of the month. The next meeting is at 2pm 
on Monday 4th April with Mike Kelley talking about 
his 20 years in Yemen and Sudan.

Melanie Baxter

New Development at Milford School 

The next few months are going to be a busy time 
at Milford Primary School. Local residents will be 
pleased to know that the long running saga of ‘the
wall’ should soon be coming to an end. New 
Headteacher Simon Field has been assured that plans 
are in place for work to start in the next couple of 
months, with an anticipated completion before the 
new school year starts in September.
 The height of the wall will be significantly 
reduced, with the remaining structure supported 
from behind by concrete pillars. Discussions are tak-
ing place to ensure that disruption to school and vil-
lage life is kept to a minimum. As that development 
finishes at the school, another will start – three 
‘undercrofts’ beneath the main hall are being 
converted from storage areas into classroom space 
for the Reception and Year 1 children.
 The next major event at school will be the 
May Fair on Saturday 7th May.

Simon Field

Karate Classes at Milford School

We do traditional Shūkōkai karate, aimed at all ages 
from 7 upwards. We are a friendly group who take 
our training seriously but also have fun at the same 
time. I regularly hold weekend courses at Strutt’s 
in Belper too, where the Thursday club session is 
based. The first trial session is free and all club fees 
are put back into the club to buy equipment and 
organise the club activities. The cost is £2.50 per 
session, and the web address is 
www.ronin-budo.org. The club times are Sunday 
11am-12 noon and then Tuesday 6.30-7.30pm.
 I have trained for 38 years now and am a 
black belt 5th Dan in karate as well as qualified in 
three other disciplines. I am one of only twelve in-
structors in the International Guild of Masters for 
my work in martial arts and the education officer for 
the World martial Arts Alliance. I am also an ambas-
sador for the Disabled Martial Arts Association.

Charles Spring

Relaunch of Milford (North) Neighbourhood Watch 
Scheme

On the evening of Wednesday 23rd February, a 
number of residents attended a meeting in the Holy 
Trinity Church Hall to relaunch the Neighbourhood 
Watch scheme covering Derby Road, Derwent 
Avenue and Vicarage Road.
 At the start of the meeting, all those attend-
ing paid tribute to the efforts and hard work of the 
former coördinator, Paul Hogg, who died suddenly a 
little over a year ago.
 Sergeant Richard Booth (of the Belper Safer 
Neighbourhood Team, Derbyshire Constabulary) and 
John Meggitt (Neighbourhood Watch Coördinator, 
Holbrook) gave an update on Neighbourhood Watch 
and provided some useful home security tips and 
advice.  
 There was also an opportunity for residents 
to raise current issues and concerns, the most sig-
nificant of which was to reduce traffic speed and 
resulting accidents on the A6 stretch between Shaw 
Lane and Becksitch Lane.
 Anyone seeking information on the scheme 
should contact Tony Turnock on 01773 820372.

Tony Turnock

More on Neighbourhood Watch...

Milford Neighbourhood Watch are looking for street 
coördinators to distribute information as and when 
required to ensure information is passed around re-
garding crime trends in the area, all you need is a 
phone or email to do this. The areas where street 
coördinators are needed are as follows : all around 
Little Fallows, The Bridge, Sunny Hill, Chevin Road 
and the Bridge View area. If you want to get in-
volved please email Sally or Simon Fogell at 
fogell@talktalk.net or call 01773 828608.

Sally Fogell

upgrade their front gardens with hanging baskets 
and extra plants as well as giving advice on ideas to 
enhance the route. We will be asking those not on 
the route to take photographs for the portfolio that 
will support Milford’s entry to the competition. 
 Anyone who would like to get involved with 
this particular project please contact John Weaver 
at bloomingmilford@gmail.com
 Our next ongoing project is the provision of 
a community herb garden to be located at the south 
end of the riverside walk, for villagers to have ac-
cess to fresh herbs for culinary uses. Display boards 
for each herb will be provided explaining the back-
ground and uses of the herbs planted. This will be 
installed in the near future.
 All of these projects can be followed on the 
Blooming Milford blog that we have set up at 
bloominmilford.wordpress.com
 For further details on Blooming Milford and 
what we are doing please contact us at 
bloomingmilford@gmail.com

Sally Fogell

Milford Blooms

Blooming Milford volunteers have worked hard over 
recent months on various projects to make Milford 
bloom and be more colourful. Following on from the 
success of the daffodil planting on the verge near 
the Strutt Arms, which are all shooting successfully 
again this year – despite having been flattened by a 
lorry - we have planted daffodils on the bank in the 
children’s play area, so keep a look out as you go by. 
The daffodils in the play area will soon be joined by 
some wild flowers which are to be added in next few 
weeks to enhance the displays. 
 At the May Fair, as well as having our usual 
plant stall where all the monies raised are ploughed 
back into the village, we will be launching our entry 
to the East Midlands in Bloom competition. We will
be encouraging people on the judges’ route to

Tuesday evenings 
Pilates with Bridgette 6.30-7.30 & 7.30-8.30pm
This is a prebookable course.

Wednesday mornings: 
Low Impact Exercises 9.45-10.45am
Includes: step, gymball, weights, resistance bands 
and circuits.

New classes, please bring along a towel for the floor 
work and relaxation.

Wednesday evenings: 
Aikidō 7.00-9.00p.m
Suitable for men & women all capabilities

Thursday evenings: 
Pilates with Bridgette 6.30-7.30 & 7.30-8.30pm 
This is a prebookable course

Friday mornings: 
Our new exciting Zumba class 10.00-11.00 a.m
Starts 11th March

Some of the classes have limited places! Please    
’phone 01332 841423 for more information.

Kim Neale

Tone Zone at Nealies

Monday evenings: 
Yoga Plus 5.45-7.00pm
Basic yoga with the addition of resistance bands, 
toning muscular strength, balance, coördination  
and relaxation.

Monday evenings:
Aikidō 7.15-9.15pm
Suitable for men and women of all capabilities.

Tuesday mornings: 
Yoga with WEA 9.45-11.15am
This is a prebookable course. 


