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One Down! One More to Go!

Following a successful campaign for the 
pedestrian crossing at the Strutt Arms we 
shall now turn our attention to campaigning 
for a crossing near the Milford Shop which 
will not only help with trade but also slow 
traffic down through Milford.

We need to let the Derbyshire County 
Council know that there is a need for a 
crossing so you are welcome to write to 
Simon Spencer, Cabinet member for 
Highways and Transport at: Derbyshire 
County Council, County Hall, Matlock, 
Derbyshire, DE4 3AG or email 
simon.spencer@derbyshire.gov.uk to 
express your views.   

Jane McCarthy

Printed and produced by Milford & Makeney Community Group with assistance from Belper Town Council.
Distributed to all households in both villages by an intrepid band of volunteers (thanks to all). 

For all enquiries regarding advertising your business or service, please contact 
commercial@milfordandmakeneycg.org

For all enquiries regarding advertising non-profit groups and organisations, please contact 
nonprofit@milfordandmakeneycg.org

DISCLAIMER: Opinions expressed hereïn are not necessarily those of MMCG, nor does the advertisment of a business/
organisation/club hereïn constitute official endorsement by MMCG.

© 2011 MMCG
Designed © 2011 by:

Herbs for All 

There can be no excuses for villagers 
wishing to add a few herbs to their 
cooking. Thanks to the Blooming Milford 
team there are now two planters, full of 
a variety of herbs, from which people are 
welcome to help themselves. The plants 
are clearly identified for those that need 
help in such matters.

Blooming Milford negotiated a good deal 
with local firm Amberol to obtain the 
planters, and the plants were bought using 
the proceeds from the team’s plant stall at 
the May Fair. There is a plan to extend the 
planting to an adjacent plot of land.

Where are the planters? If you 
take the riverside walk, 
starting at the gap in the 
wall beside the A6, not 
far from the War 
Memorial, you will soon 
see them. Sample a few 
leaves next time you 
pass!

Basil Cook, Blooming Milford
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Community Notices
Milford Social Club

Milford Social Club is undergoing many changes. The new committee want to revive the
use of the building and widen its appeal within Milford and Makeney. There is a lot to do 
and things will not change overnight but we have made a start by:

Reviewing the management of the club• 
Using volunteers to staff the bar for a limited number of hours each week, while we • 
look to find a better way to run the licensed facilities
Decorating the committee room so it is available for meetings and community group• 

     activities
Mending the roof in the snooker room• 
Improving the frontage and entrance to the building• 
Introducing guest real ales each month• 

In time we would like to improve facilities, refurbish the building and attract other 
groups and activities so the building is used during the day as well as evenings. We are 
in the process of making a ‘Village SOS’ application, which is initiative run by Big Lottery 
Fund and the BBC to launch a rural revival and inspire people to start community 
enterprises that will breathe new life into their areas and create jobs. A questionnaire 
has been sent out to households in Milford and Makeney asking for suggestions on how 
the building could develop and the results will be part of the application.

If you would like to become a member you can call into the club during opening hours 
and  collect a membership form. Alternatively we are developing a website 
(www.milfordsocialclub.org) where you can now download a membership form.

For only £2 you can join the club now and your membership will last until March
2012.

We are also looking for ideas and suggestions to improve the club and as a member you
can take a full part in the development of the club and it’s facilities.

The Club is open from 9pm to 11pm Monday to Thursday, 7pm to 11pm Friday, 12noon to
3pm and 7pm to 11pm Saturday, 12noon to 3pm and 9pm to 11pm on Sunday.

All correspondence should be sent to Milford Social Club, 5 Chevin Road, Milford, 
Derbyshire, DE56 0QH, or you can email info@milfordsocialclub.org.
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Commercial Services

Plant a Tree for the Jubilee

2012 is the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee year. 
Tuesday 12 June will be a Bank Holiday, 
with street parties and events around the 
world. The Woodland Trust intends that this 
country should celebrate by the planting of 
60 million trees. The Trust is providing free 
packs of trees for schools and 
community groups, but much as Blooming 
Milford would like to take advantage of 
this, no space has been identified within 
the village for introducing new woodland.

However, for anyone that does have space 
in their garden, the Woodland Trust has a
wide variety of trees, small and large, from 
£6.95 singly – it gets cheaper if you buy
more. If you are interested, take a look at 
their web site and help Milford contribute 
to the celebrations.

Local Hydroelectric Power

It was of course water power from the 
River Derwent that caused a revolution in 
manufacturing, as well as creating a whole 
new way of life for many people both in 
the Derwent Valley and beyond. Now, with 
escalating fuel costs, peaking oil 
production, and threats to our climate 
brought about by emissions from fossil 
fuels, as well as fears about the security of 
supply, people are once more looking for 
cleaner, more sustainable and more locally 
produced energy sources like hydro power.  

There are currently two local hydroelectric 
schemes suppling power to the National 
Grid, one is next to the Mill House in 
Milford and the other situated in the 
grounds of East Mill, Belper.  Many 
residents of Milford and Makeney however 
have spoken about how keen they are to 
see an expansion of hydroelectric schemes  
locally.  One similar perhaps to the 
community owned scheme of Torrs Hydro 
at New Mills, Derbyshire.  To this end, 
Milford and Makeney Community Group are 
exploring the possibility of hosting a village 
meeting with experts in hydro technology 
later this year or early next. 

If you would like to learn more about 
hydroelectric power and see for yourself 
the present local hydro schemes, then you 
can do so during Belper Discovery Days: 
Milford Hydro “How it Works” 11am-12 
noon, Saturday 22 October, Mill House, 
Milford and Belper Hydro “How it Works”. 
2pm-3pm, Sunday 23 October, East Mill car 
park, Belper.

Milford’s Two Awards

For the first time in the village’s history, 
Milford entered the East Midlands in Bloom 
competition and the result, unexpectedly, 
was two awards.

It was said that first-time entrants might at 
best get a bronze award, but Milford 
secured silver and the Hopping Mill 
development impressed the judges 
sufficiently to gain an award of its own.

The route taken by the judges included 
much of Hopping Hill and the Riverside 
Development, and along the A6 from the 
war memorial to the floral display opposite 
the Strutt Arms.

For the Blooming Milford team, the silver 
award is a major achievement in what has 
been a busy year. Aside from battling with
the invasive Himalayan balsam along the 
riverside, a lot of effort was put into 
opening six of their gardens for a charity 
earlier in the summer. They have also 
established the two herbal planters,
contested the removal of trees from the 
playground, and planted bulbs and wild 
flowers in suitable locations.

The team wish to thank the villagers, 
several community groups and businesses 
for their support. Also Belper Town 
Council and Amber Valley Borough Council, 
for providing resources and advice at 
various stages. 

However, special thanks are reserved for 
the residents along the judging route, 
whose front garden displays so impressed 
the judges.

Anna Ward, Blooming Milford

Bell stolen

Some time on or before September 17, 
the 1781 bell from the mill at Milford was 
removed without the authorisation of its 
owners Clowes Estates. It was presumably 
stolen, probably just for its value as metal. 
Its date and the fact it was made at 
Whitechapel Foundry in London was cast 
into its surface. Obviously it is 
irreplaceable. 

The police have notified all scrap yards of 
the theft and they have been instructed to 
tell the police if anyone tries to ‘weigh it 
in’. Anyone who can help us recover the 
bell are asked to inform the World Heritage 
Team on 01629 536831 or alternatively 
the police.

Adrian Farmer, Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site

Both events are organised by Transition 
Belper and Derwent Hydroelectric Power 
Limited.

Craig Scott

www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/more-
trees-moregood/get-involved/plant-trees/
Pages/
jubilee-woods.aspx

John Weaver, Blooming Milford
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