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Two assaults on the riverside invasion of Himalayan 
Balsam should ensure that the plant is in retreat next 
year. The first assault , with the help of 
villagers, which tackled the east bank, was followed 
by a picnic. The second assault was by a team from 
local firm Aggregate Industries of Hulland Ward 
who, to celebrate their centenary year, was tackling 
projects to the benefit of local communities.
In a day’s shift their team cleared the west bank of 
the river from the weir to the north of the railway river 
bridge. The Blooming team is very grateful to the
company for their unexpected and substantial effort!

More work is planned this autumn to improve the 
vicinity of the bus shelter (near Nealie’s). A varied 
mix of bulbs will be, to contrast with the daffodils that
made a first showing there last spring.

John Weaver

Milford Mills Development - Update
Thanks to everyone who came to the public meeting 
on Tuesday 7 August at Milford Social Club to see 
version 6 of the Plans for the Mill.

Following the meeting the views concerns and 
feelings expressed in the discussion were 
incorporated into the Milford and Makeney 
Community Group response to Amber Valley 
Borough Council. So were all the views 
expressed on post-it notes, which we collected after 
the meeting.

The letter was sent to AVBC before the deadline of 
10 August and we have had a formal 
acknowledgement. I understand that there were a 
significant number of individual responses from 
residents too, which is excellent.

All of this means that the “consultation” on the 
revised plans was more thorough than perhaps 
developers are used to!

Since then however, we have had no news of any 
progress - it has again gone quiet. When we hear of 
any further developments we will of course let you 
know.

John King (Vice-Chair)

Holy Trinity - Milford & Makeney 
Parish Church
You may remember that a fundraising appeal letter 
was delivered to each house in the parish earlier in 
the year as the parish church seeks to raise up to 
£20,000 for essential maintenance work. That appeal 
raised just under £1000, which allowed some of the 
most urgent work to be carried out and was gratefully 
received. The next stage is the rewiring and relighting 
of the church, which is badly needed, particularly as 
the nights draw in. The sum needed for this is just 
under £10,000, and while grants are being sought, 
the support of the local community would be 
welcomed. 

Further news is that in response to various 
suggestions, the service pattern is being altered 
with a later service being held once a month.  The 
first, second and fourth Sundays will have a 9.00am 
service, and the third Sunday each month will be at 
the later time of 10.00am, and will be a service with 
hymns, prayers and a short talk.

A reminder that the Christmas service will be on 
Monday 24 December at 8.00pm. There were over 
75 people there last year and it would be good to see 
even more this year. 

Rev David Railton (Vicar of 
Hazelwood, Holbrook & Milford)

Blooming Milford’s Progress
The Blooming Milford team has been at it again! After 
the success of the community herb planters on the 
riverside, they have provided two new herb planters 
in the triangle (opposite The Strutt Arms). Boards 
identifying the herbs will soon be in place, so please 
sample the culinary herbs next time you pass by.
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If you feel you have the enthusiasm and skills to be 
part of this unique project please drop me a line at 
craigscott194@btinternet.com. Thank you.

Craig Scott

Milford’s Red Telephone Box
Milford and Makeney Community Group has 
recently received the very good news that it has been 
awarded a grant for materials to renovate Milford’s K6 
telephone kiosk and turn it into a central public

information point for residents and visitors alike. The 
Derbyshire Community Foundation, through the John
Weston fund, has awarded a grant worth £545. The 
grant will be further enhanced by donations promised 
by two local residents, who wish to remain
anonymous.

The group intends to register the kiosk soon under 
BT’s ‘Adopt a Box’ scheme. This will allow it to be 
legally adopted and renovated to its formerglory 
using authentic materials, as well as a sympathetic 
internal conversion to its new use.

In order to carry out the work we are appealing for 
more volunteers to come forward to help with the 
work. We are ideally looking for local people that
have professional or general DIY skills, such as metal 
preparation, painting, glazing, mounting shelving and 
racking, etc. As part of the grant conditions we will be 
encouraging local young people to take an 
interest in the project by helping older more 
experienced residents to do the work, giving them a
better sense of the community value put on local and 
national heritage, as well as “ownership” of the kiosk 
itself.

We believe the completion of the work would 
accomplish two main things. Firstly it would retain 
and enhance a valued and iconic heritage feature of
the village, set as it is in a World Heritage Site and 
Conservation Area, and secondly it would bring back
into public use a redundant Grade II listed building 
that is rapidly falling into disrepair and which could in 
time become unsafe and therefore removed by BT.

Playground News
The new equipment is now installed in the 
playground and looks very exciting. The next step 
is to get the existing play equipment and benches 
painted and cleaned.  The playground will have to 
remain closed until the new turf and grass seeded 
areas (under the trees) are established.  

We hope to have a celebratory reopening of the 
playground on Friday 26 October at 2.30pm, to which 
all are welcome, however this date will depend on 
how well the grass settles and grows.  We will put 
posters up on the park and in the shop nearer the 
time to confirm the date and time.  When the park 
reopens there will be two posts just inside the gates 
with rings on which to tie dogs.  As this is a children’s 
play area dogs are not allowed to wander freely 
around.

Ruth Baker

Wildlife in Milford

Stand in Milford’s playground and you will see, 
beyond the fence that seals off two sides of the area, 
an uncontrolled mix of trees, bushes and weeds.  
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust is currently preparing a 
report on what can be done to make the area more 
attractive both to humans and to wildlife.  The report 
will take into account the restriction on humans 
entering the area.

What might be hoped for?  The thinning of trees and 
bushes to allow those native to the area to thrive.  
Bird boxes and bat boxes.  A sowing of wild flowers, 
an information board telling of what might be seen.  
A few log piles and possibly, just possibly, if the 
Amber Valley Borough Council allow, a pond.  The 
latter, in an area away from the cliff face, would have 
occasional open days for villagers to visit.

Henry Thoreau

Milford & Makeney Web Site 
Volunteers
Ashley Franklin has announced that the site will be 
fully available to the public sometime this autumn.  
It is already substantially complete and can be visited 
at www.milford-makeney.org.

However, once up and running it will need volunteer 
site managers to keep it up to date. Are you 
interested in being part of the team?  If so, please 
contact Ashley on  info@milford-makeney.org.
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